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Students receive a scale score1 for each language modality2 (Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking). 

In addition, each student receives an overall ƐĐĂůĞ�ƐĐŽƌĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ƐĐĂůĞ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�

for all four language modalities. In order to be considered proficient in the English language on the 

NYSESLAT, students need to have an overall scale score at the Commanding level. 

We encourage ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ƉůĂŶ�to 

specifically target your child͛Ɛ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ�ƉƌŽĨŝĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�If you are concerned ďǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ŽǀĞƌĂůů�

ƐĐŽƌĞ͕�Žƌ�ďǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐ�modality score, we encourage you to: 

ͻ  �ƐŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ĂďŽƵƚ�whether your child may need additional support with specific 

English language skills. 

ͻ  dĂůŬ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ŵĂǇ�ŶĞĞĚ�any additional, 

targeted assistance, and if so; 

ͻ  Advocate for your child to receive additional help since parents are the best advocates for a 

ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ͘�WĂƌĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂǇ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�Žƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ez^�^>�d�

that can support a child at home 

1 ��ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ƌĂǁ�ƐĐŽƌĞ�ƌĞĨůĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�of points that a student earned on a test. A scale score  
is a converted version of the raw score. It is put on a common scale so that test scores can be compared  
from one year to the next.  
2 The NYSESLAT is made up of four modalities, or sub-tests. These modalities are Listening, Reading,  
Writing, and Speaking.   
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1 3 42 

1 
Total Scale Score: The Total Scale Score is determined by the number of points that your child earned on 

the NYSESLAT. A scale is used so that the test results will mean the same thing year after year even 

though different students are taking the test with different questions. The higher the number of points 

your child earned, the higher his or her scale score will be. Scale scores are most meaningful when they 

are associated with a performance level3. 
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4 

State Percentile Rank: dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�WĞƌĐĞŶƚŝůĞ�ZĂŶŬ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�Ɛcale score to the scale scores of 

the rest of the students in the State at the same grade level who took the NYSESLAT this year. 

Your �ŚŝůĚ͛Ɛ�KǀĞƌĂůů�WƌŽĨŝĐŝĞŶĐǇ�>ĞǀĞů͗�The Overall Proficiency Level indicates the level of performance 

that your child achieved on the NYSESLAT based on his or her Total Scale Score. The NYSESLAT has five 

performance levels. 
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Listening/Speaking/Reading/Writing Scale Scores: Scale scores for each modality (Listening, 

Speaking, Reading, and Writing) are calculated based on points earned on groups of questions 

on the NYSESLAT that measure those skills. Modality scale scores provide additional information 

about how your child performed. The higher the modality score, the better your child 

performed on that specific modality. As described above, modality scores are added to create a 

Total Scale Score. 

Scale Score Range: The Scale Score Range for each modality of the 2017 NYSESLAT is 30-90. In 

other words, all scores on each modality will be a number within this range. 
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