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Noteworthy: New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science II (AMS II) is committed to 
nurturing the social and emotional well-being of students and maintains a collaborative environment that 
supports and empowers all stakeholder groups. The school provides its students with opportunities critical 
for post-secondary success. For example, among other strategies, AMS II employs a full-time college and 
career counselor, offers several Advanced Placement and Career and College Readiness courses, and 
participates in both the College Now program in partnership with CUNY Bronx Community College and 
the state’s Seal of Civic Readiness pilot program. AMS II is successful in achieving its mission, consistently 
achieving a four-year graduation rate of 94%+ for each of the last six years, far exceeding the state 
graduation rate for all students, including students with disabilities (SWDs), English language learners 
(ELLs), and economically disadvantaged (ED) students. For additional details, please reference B (8n)2.3 (c)8. 
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METHODOLOGY 
Purpose of the Renewal Report 

The primary purpose of the renewal site visit to Board of Regents-authorized charter schools is to 
supplement and validate the information collected over the charter term by the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED) Charter School Office (CSO). This information is used to inform the 
action taken by the Board of Regents to approve, modify, or disapprove the charter school’s request for 
renewal. In  ta 
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New York State Education Department 
2015 Charter School Performance Framework Rating3  
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Benchmark 1: Student Performance: The school has met or exceeded achievement indicato

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/regentsoversightplan/SectionIIIPerformanceFramework.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/regentsoversightplan/SectionIIIPerformanceFramework.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/regentsoversightplan/SectionIIIPerformanceFramework.html
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Benchmark 1: Student Performance 

The school has met or exceeded achievement indicators for academic trends toward proficiency, 
proficiency, and high school graduation. At all grade levels and all assessments, scoring proficiently means 
achieving a performance level of 3 or higher (high school Regents and Common Core Regents exam score 
of 65 or higher). 
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Benchmark 3: Culture, Climate, and Family Engagement 

The school has systems in place to support students’ social and emotional health and to provide for a 
safe and respectful learning environment. Families, community members and school staff work together 
to share in the responsibility for student academic progress and social-emotional growth and well-being. 
Families and students are satisfied with the school’s academics and the overall leadership and 
management of the school. 

 
Finding:  Meets 
 
 
Element 
 

Indicators 
 

1. Behavior 
Management and 
Safety 

a. The school has a clear approach to behavioral management, including a written 
discipline policy. 
b. The school appears safe, and all school constituents are able to articulate how 
the school community maintains a safe environment.
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over the past year. In addition, AMS II holds school-wide events that celebrate diversity and 
promote inclusivity. On the CSO survey, teachers provided multiple ways that the school responds 
to bullying, discrimination, or harassment, including engaging with school deans, proactive SEL 
lessons and initiatives, and implementation of restorative practices. The school has a clear policy 
on bullying, harassment, and discrimination, and 90% of teachers who responded provided a 
name when asked on the CSO survey to identify the school’s Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) 
coordinator. Additionally, 87% of teachers who responded indicated that they had been provided 
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wellness and other updates. The school conducts parent-
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social-emotional needs of students. Additionally, on the survey many teachers highlighted that 
the SEL and grade-level teams regularly discuss social-



http://www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/csdirectory/CSLaunchPage.html
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Benchmark 6: Board Oversight and Governance 

The board of trustees provides competent stewardship and oversight of the school while maintaining 
policies, establishing performance goals, and implementing systems to ensure academic success, 
organizational viability, board effectiveness and faithfulness to the terms of its charter. 

 
Finding:  Meets 
 
 

Element 
 

Indicators 
 

1. Board Oversight 
and Governance 

a. The board recruits and selects board members with skills and expertise that 
meet the needs of the school. 
b. The board engages in strategic and continuous improvement planning by 
setting priorities and goals that are aligned with the school’s mission and 
educational philosophy. 
c. The board demonstrates active oversight of the charter school management, 
fiscal operations, and progress toward meeting academic and other school 
goals.  
d. The board regularly updates school policies.  
e. The board utilizes a performance-based evaluation process for evaluating 
school leadership, itself, and providers. 
f. The board demonstrates full awareness of its legal obligations to the school 
and stakeholders. 

 
 
Summative Evidence for Benchmark 6: 
 
Over this charter term, the 
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data to set goals for the board. The board chair meets regularly with the New Visions team to 
ensure board meetings and materials address school goals and student outcomes. During the 
focus group, board members described goals related to increasing the enrollment of ELL students, 
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Benchmark 8: Mission and Key Design Elements 

The school is faithful to its mission and has implemented the key design elements included in its 





New Visions Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science II – 2021-2022 RENEWAL SITE VISIT REPORT 
 37 

 

and ENL teachers to provide targeted support. In addition, the school had a reading specialist to 
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the student ambassador program and through student participation in leading advisory, among 
other ways. 
 
Data-
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Benchmark 9: Enrollment, Recruitment, and Retention 
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See Attachment 1 for data tables and additional information. 
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renewal application, the New Visions network has developed a committee to review uncertified 
teacher candidates to verify that they meet allowable exemptions under law. The network also 
provides certification resources on an individualized basis to uncertified teachers at AMS II and 
works with the NYC Charter Center teacher certification support program. During the site visit, a 
member of school leadership reported significant progress in terms of teacher certification, noting 
that many of the teachers who recently left the school were uncertified and will be replaced by 
certified teachers and that four teachers currently working at the school are pending certification 
(two are in graduate school, and two are waiting on TEACH). Since AMS II strives to hire teachers 
who are a “good fit” for the school community and who are dedicated to serving the school’s 
population, school leaders indicate a commitment to building a strong workforce from within. He 
indicated that the current number of uncertified teachers is 16, and next year they are anticipating 
it will be eight, down from 20 as repor
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