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INTRODUCTION 
 
All applicants must carefully read each of the sections below for critical information regarding 
the 2020 RFP and are strongly encouraged to contact the New York State Education 
Department (NYSED) Charter School Office (CSO) at CharterSchools@nysed.gov with any 
questions or concerns about this information prior to completing a proposal. 
 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
In 1998, the New York State Legislature established the opportunity for the creation of new, 
performance-based public schools, including conversions1 of existing traditional public schools, 
through the charter process. In May of 2010, the State Legislature increased the number of 
charter schools that may be authorized under the law, created a clear pathway for existing 
education corporations to operate multiple charter schools, and required charter entities to 
solicit new charter school applications through a competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) 
process. Additional changes to the Charter Schools Act were made in subsequent years.   
 
Accordingly, the Department has updated the Request for Proposals (RFP) to Establish New York 
State Charter Schools Authorized by the Board of Regents for the 2020 application cycle. The RFP 
















