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 INTRODUCTION             
 
The presence and population of English Language Learners/Multilingual Learners (ELLs/MLLs) vary 
considerably among New York State schools. Some communities have no ELLs/MLLs, while others have 
small numbers of ELLs/MLLs of wide-ranging ages; for instance, a district might have many ELLs/MLLs 
in grade 2 but none in grade 1. Others have enough ELLs/MLLs in a given grade to create one self-
contained ENL classroom per grade or across two grades, with higher proficiency ELLs/MLLs distributed 
across the remaining classes. This demographic reality must, however, be balanced with what we know 
about best practices to use with this growing subset of our student body. 
 
The New York State Education Department (NYSED) understands that districts with small numbers of 
ELLs/MLLs may face challenges for finding appropriate staffing for ENL or BE classes. However, it is 
critical to keep in mind possible unintended consequences that can arise from grouping too many 
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INSTRUCTIONAL GROUPING         

http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
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CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS            
 

Q: 

http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/typesofcerts/extbil.html


http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/memo_supp_cert_esol.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/memo_supplementary-certification-esol-content-area-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/memo_supplementary-certification-esol-content-area-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/teachers/clinically-rich-intensive-teacher-institute-cr-iti
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/spr/AlternativeTeacherCertificationProgram.htm
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/spr/ATCRegisteredProgramsTransC.htm
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/tot/documents/TeachersofTomorrowProgramFINAL.pdf
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/office-of-teacher-education/office-of-teacher-education/student-teaching-and-edtpa/teacher-opportunity-corps/
http://eservices.nysed.gov/teach/certhelp/CertRequirementHelp.do
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/nysblueprintforellsuccess.2016.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/nysblueprintforellsuccess.2016.pdf
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/how-should-ells-be-grouped-instruction
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