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bŜǿ ƻ̧Ǌƪ {ǘŀǘŜ {Ŝŀƭ ƻŦ .ƛƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ нлнн-но wŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

An updated version of the New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) Handbook  has been 
released and is available on our website. This handbook provides guidance to districts and 
schools implementing the NYSSB. Released with updates on an regular basis, this document 
offers resources and technical assistance, including procedures, required forms, criteria to 
earn the NYSSB, and a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section with more than 100 
questions and answers.  

The primary update for the Handbook is a clarification of the categorization of languages and 
the associated proficiency targets required to earn the NYSSB. Students pursuing the NYSSB in a Category 1-2 
language must demonstrate Intermediate High proficiency. Students pursuing the NYSSB in a Category 3-4 language 
must demonstrate Intermediate Mid proficiency. Students pursuing the NYSSB in a classical language, such as Latin, 
must demonstrate Intermediate High proficiency in Interpretive Reading. For a complete list of Approved Checkpoint 
C assessments available in each language, along with corresponding minimum required scores, please see the 
section of the Handbook labeled “Approved Checkpoint C World Language Assessments and Minimum Scores “ and 
“Appendix B:  Approved Checkpoint C Assessments by Language.” 

For questions on the NYSSB, including how to start a program at your school, please contact the Office of Bilingual 
Education and World Languages (nyssb@nysed.gov; 518-473-7505). 

tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎŀƴκIƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ όtwκI¸[Lύ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
9ŀǊƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ǊŜŘƛǘ  

Hudson Valley Community College (HVCC) is offering a fully online, 3-credit Public Speaking Course (ENGL 125-315) 
for students from the Capital District delegation of the Angelo del Toro Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Institute (PR/HYLI). The course runs in conjunction with PR/HYLI and HVCC’s Spring semester, and it is open to 
students at little-to-no cost for those eligible for a scholarship.  

Students were guided through the HVCC application process, which included the submission of the Spring 2023 
College in the High School (CIHS) Program application and requisite supporting documentation (Student Record 
Information Form and Certificate of Residency).  

The aim of the course is to equip students through speech planning, 
organization, delivery, and evaluation of various extemporaneous 
speaking experiences like those that they may encounter in their 
professional lives. This course is divided into 
four units including speeches to inform, 
persuade, demonstrate, and evoke emotion. 

Students will complete two individual speech 
assignments: a Narrative Speech and a 
Demonstration Speech that requires and 
incorporates scholarly and credible research. 
In addition, students will write blogs through-
out the semester to reflect on how specific 
course work relates to their PR/HYLI 
experience and elaborate on how it has 
developed their thinking and their public-
speaking skills.  2023 Cohort of Capital District PR/HYLI Students Taking the HVCC course 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/nyssb-handbook.pdf
mailto:nyssb@nysed.gov
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²ƻǊƭŘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/r16d0rma1a4n0ju/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/real-connections-leveraging-literacy-strategies-world-language-classroom
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/connecting-technology-modes
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/world-languages-elementary-schools-and-revised-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/getting-know-your-heritage-language-learners-basic-sociolinguistic-concepts
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/getting-ready-implementation-world-language-standards-administrators-perspectives
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/getting-ready-implementation-world-language-teachers
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/professional-learning
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http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/units-study-tables-english-new-language-enl-and-bilingual-education-programs
mailto:obewldocsubmit@nysed.gov
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9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ - LƳƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ LƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ 

Schools and school districts throughout New York State are enrolling immigrant and refugee students from across 
the world due to natural disasters, wars, or persecution. As these children enter our communities, we must be 
reminded that, pursuant to New York State (NYS) Education Law (EDN) § 3202, all children over five and under 21 
years of age who have not received a high school diploma are entitled to attend the public schools in the school 
district in which they reside without paying tuition. Moreover, NYS law requires school districts to ensure that all 
students within the compulsory age attend school and be provided full-time instruction, and that admission may not 
be refused on account of national origin (EDN § 3201). 

LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ {ǘŀǘǳǎ 
All children in New York State have the right to attend school full time as long as they meet the age and residency 
requirements established by NYS law. This includes immigrants, refugees, and undocumented children. Schools 
should not ask questions that may reveal a child’s immigration status, such as requesting a Social Security number at 
the time of registration. Additionally, schools have been directed to not collect information about students’ country 
of origin at any time. 

LƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 
Children attending Prekindergarten through 12th grade in New York State must receive all required doses of vaccines 
on the recommended schedule in order to attend or remain in school. “Any student for whom the school does not 
receive documentation within 14 days of the first day of school must be excluded. This 14-day period may be 
extended to 30 days for a student arriving in New York from out of state.” Notifications sent to parents of ELLs about 
their children’s vaccination requirement and status should be provided in the parents’ preferred language. For more 
information, see the New York State Department of Health and NYSED letter at the following link. 

As NYSED’s Vaccinations in Refugee Children New York State and New York City Recommendations and Guidelines 
document explains, “[Public Health Law (PHL)]§ 2164 provides that no school shall allow a child to attend for more 
than 14 days without a proper certificate, or some other acceptable evidence, of immunization. Acceptable evidence 
of immunization includes a proper certificate of immunization (10 New York Codes, Rules, and Regulations (NYCRR) 
66-1.3(a)), a statement from a physician or health facility that a child is ‘in process’ (10 NYCRR 66-1.3(b)), a medical 
exemption (10 NYCRR 66-1.3(c)), or a religious exemption (10 NYCRR 661.3(d)). IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/oag-sed-letter-ice-2-27-17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/oag-sed-letter-ice-2-27-17.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/immigrant-student-data-collection-guidance-final.pdf
https://health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/schools/docs/immunization_letter_12-2022.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/VaccinationsInRefugeeChildren.pdf
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{ƻǳǘƘ IǳƴǝƴƎǘƻƴ 5ǳŀƭ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳτ¢ƘƛǊǘȅ Ş̂ŀǊǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ .ƛƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 

By Cecilia Blanco, Bilingual Education/English as a New Language (ENL) Coordinator, South Huntington Schools 

South Huntington is a culturally and linguistically diverse district on Long Island with over 30 languages spoken in the 
community. The Dual Language Program has been an integral part of our schools since 1991 when our first cohort of 
twenty kindergartners began a journey toward bilingualism and biliteracy. In the 30 years that followed, our Dual 
Language program grew from 20 to over 900 students and from two teachers to a team of over 40 committed 
professionals who work collaboratively to always integrate language and content instruction in the classroom. Our 
Dual Language classes are a true representation of our community and our students grow with the strong sense of 
identity, belonging, and self-esteem that develops in an inclusive bilingual education program. 

Since the inception of the program, interest in Dual Language has grown in our community, along with the number of 
bilingual families, simultaneous bilingual learners, and former Dual Language students returning to us as parents and 
teachers. Our program has adjusted to serve the evolving community with the enduring goal of helping our students 
build a future of bilingualism, biliteracy, and multicultural competence, understanding that equity and access are 
essential to the concept of a Dual Language education. With the support of the Board of Education, we expanded the 
program to avoid ‘waitlisting’ families at the start of the program, and today approximately forty percent of our 
kindergartners start their school career in our Dual Language classrooms that introduce a new language to some 
families, maintain a heritage language for others, validate and support the simultaneous development of two 
languages for many, and promote academic success and cultural competences for all. We have adjusted the program 
to include One-Way and Two
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9ȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ƻ̧Ǌƪ {ǘŀǘŜ {Ŝŀƭ ƻŦ .ƛƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ tƻǊǘ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 

By Valerie Lakestream, Director of English Language Learner (ELL) and Bilingual Programs, Port Chester-Rye UFSD  

In the last year, Port Chester High School redesigned 

the way students achieved the New York State Seal of 

Biliteracy (NYSSB) so that all students have the  

opportunity to actively pursue this prestigious award. 

Port Chester is a diverse, multilingual community: 84% 

of students are Hispanic, 68% of students come from Spanish-speaking households, and 31% of students are ELLs. 

Port Chester HS began awarding the Seal in 2018.  

During the first three years, students received the NYSSB by earning three points in a World Language and English 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/plan-pilot/plan-webinar-3-flyer.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/plan-pilot/video-gallery
http://www.nysed.gov/plan-pilot/join-our-listserv
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¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

After the article on grant funding in our January newsletter, we continue to stress the importance for districts and 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/bilingual-ed/obewl-newsletter-2023-01-final.pdf
https://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/wp22-02-v102022.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/nys-blueprint-for-ell-success.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/department-hosts-raising-bar-literacy-math-series-address-academic-recovery
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/department-hosts-raising-bar-literacy-math-series-address-academic-recovery
https://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/ctle-language-acquisition.html
https://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/resteachers/ctle-language-acquisition.html
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/regional-supportrberns
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CŀƳƛƭȅ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 

Family Welcome Centers (FWC) are a support that exists in many locations throughout New York State (NYS). 
Families are entitled to in-person appointments, timely walk-in meetings with a counselor, and support with a 
variety of school-related questions. FWC support includes providing information about admissions, guidance for new 
students, enrollment, school placement offers and waitlists, adult ESL courses, financial literacy, and health 
insurance options. Recognizing that many families who are new arrivals to New York State are also multilingual, 
these centers provide interpreters, translated versions of registration forms, and community-level support of diverse 
needs.  

The New York City Department of Education (NYCDOE), Syracuse City School District, and Yonkers City School District 
are three districts that operate Family Welcome Centers. Staff at these districts’ FWCs understand that in addition to 
coming from diverse backgrounds, many of their families may have experienced traumatic circumstances that led 
them to relocate to New York State. As a result, it is critical for Family Welcome Centers to maintain a standard of 
cultural responsiveness in order to foster a welcoming and affirming environment.  

NYCDOE’s Family Welcome Centers: New York City (NYC) families are supported “

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers
https://nys-education-literacy-zones.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Syracuse-all-3-North-South-West-LZ-Brochure.pdf
https://www.yonkerspublicschools.org/domain/5306
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https://data.nysed.gov/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/grad-rate-data-slides-2018-cohort.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2023/new-york-state-education-department-recognizes-black-history-month
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/black-history-month
https://www.nysl.nysed.gov/
http://www.cn.nysed.gov/summerfoodserviceprogram
http://www.cn.nysed.gov/summerfoodserviceprogram
mailto:cnsfsp@nysed.gov
https://empirestateplaza.ny.gov/nyking
https://empirestateplaza.ny.gov/nyking
http://bit.ly/3EYTn9Q
https://loveisrespect.org/get-involved/tdvam/
http://bit.ly/3jkq4sk%20#NYSGradMeasures
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The mission of the New York State Education Department’s Office 

of Bilingual Education and World Languages is to ensure that all 

New York State English Language Learners (ELLs) attain the highest 

level of academic success and that all Multilingual Learners (MLs) 

– which include ELLs, Former/Ever ELLs, World Languages

students, and heritage speakers of World Languages – achieve the

highest level of language proficiency in English and in one or more

other languages.

bŜŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΚ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ w.9wbΗ 

The RBERNs support OBEWL’s mission to ensure that all students’ individual educational paths and socio-

economical needs are met in multiple languages leading them to college, career, and civic readiness. They are 

NYSED’s key providers of guidance, technical assistance, and support to New York State Districts, Charter Schools, 

Non-public Schools, and other organizations in the development of programs for MLs. 

• New York State Language RBERN (statewide)

• Capital District Region RBERN at Questar III BOCES

• Hudson Valley RBERN at SW BOCES

• Long Island RBERN at Eastern Suffolk BOCES

• Mid-State RBERN at OCM BOCES

• Mid-West RBERN at Monroe 2 - Orleans BOCES

• New York City RBERN at Fordham University

• West Region RBERN at Erie 1 BOCES
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New York State Education Department 

Albany office:  89 Washington Avenue – 301EB, Albany, NY  12234, (518) 474-8775 

Batavia office:  2A Richmond Avenue, Park Lewis Hall, Batavia, NY  14020, (585) 

344-2002 Brooklyn office:  55 Hanson Place, Rm 594, Brooklyn, NY 11217, (718) 

722-2445 

OBEWL Home Page 

Bilingual Education website 

World Languages website 

NYS Seal of Biliteracy website 

https://research.steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/center/technical_assistance/program/language_rbern
https://rbern.org/
https://www.hudsonvalleyrbern.org/
https://www.esboces.org/Page/505
http://www.ocmboces.org/rbern
https://www.monroe2boces.org/mid-westrbe-rn_home.aspx
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21065/nysnyc_regional_bilingual_education_resource_network
https://www.rbernwest.e1b.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb

