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Guide to Interpreting Principal Growth 
Scores for Grades 4–8 

The Role of Growth Scores in Annual  
Performance Reviews 
New York State teachers of English language arts (ELA) and mathematics 
in grades 4–8 including teachers of grade 8 students who take the Algebra I 
Regents examination, and their principals will receive growth data based on 
State tests. These growth data are for continuous improvement purposes 
only and describe how much students are growing academically in ELA and 
mathematics (as measured by the New York State tests) compared to similar 
students statewide. 

Why Growth? 
All students enter their teachers’ classrooms at differing levels of academic 
pro�ciency or achievement. One way to measure pro�ciency is student 
performance on standardized assessments. By measuring the amount of 
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What Assessments Are Used to Determine Grades 4–8 ELA and 
Math Growth Scores? 
Students must have an immediate prior year score in the same subject in order to receive an SGP.  
If available, students may also have up to three additional prior achievement scores, or pretests  
included as predictors in the model. 

TABLE 1. ASSESSMENTS AVAILABLE FOR GROWTH SCORES 
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Information Available in District Files 
Growth scores are made available to districts each fall. These �les contain the following information: 

• Number of Student Scores: The number of SGPs included in an MGP. 

• Unadjusted MGP:  The mean of the SGPs for students linked to a teacher, principal, or school based  
on prior achievement scores. 

Districts are also provided with student roster �les and MGPs disaggregated by subject. These �les 
show which students were included in a principal’s MGP along with information about each student. 
These rosters display information about students who were linked to principals but were not included 
in the calculation of the MGP for the principal. Students who do not meet the minimum enrollment 
requirements will have a detailed exclusion reason (this will be “NA” if the student was included). 

For students who were included in the MGP for a principal (exclusion reason of “NA”), the following 
information will be provided: 

• Year, which indicates the end of the school year to which the information applies 

• District, school, and educator (teacher or principal) name and ID 

• Student name and ID 

• Assessment subject and grade (“Item Description”) 

• Current and prior year(s) State test score(s) 

• SGP 

Questions for Consideration 
The following are questions to consider as you review your State-provided growth score information: 

• How much did my students grow, on average, compared to similar students? Is this higher, lower,  
or about what I would have expected? Why? 

• Look for patterns of high or low achievement and growth. Are these patterns correlated with  
interventions and accommodations provided to students? 

• How does this information about student growth align with information about my instructional  
practice received through observations or other measures? Why might this be? 

• For MGPs attributed to principals in both ELA and mathematics: How do the MGPs in these subjects 
compare? Why might they be similar or different. 

Information or Additional Questions 
If you have questions about your data or what the scores are used for, please contact your  
superintendent or district data personnel for assistance. If unable to obtain answers to  
questions, contact accountinfo@nysed.gov . 




